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CHAPTER i.
" IF YOUR MAJESTY HAD ENGLAND AND SCOTLAND.1'

SECTION 5.
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Boyhood of Robert Devereux, Earl of Essex)-

WE left " the Queen's near kinsman by many alliances," Robert, Earl of Essex,
beginning his studies at Trinity College, Cambridge, at the age of ten : and
soon afterwards visiting the Queen at the Court, when he was staying at
Cecil House with his guardian Lord Burghley.

Because of the many high offices he was destined to fill, the various letters he
wrote in Latin in his early boyhood, to Lord Burghley, are now worth rescuing from
oblivion. In these we will see signs of the disposition which subsequently made
Essex a noted champion of " the distressed/'1 But there is scarcely any matter of
consequence as to his character and actions which has not been misinterpreted in
ipth and 20th century writings. An assertion that whereas his dying father bade
him obey and imitate Lord Burghley, and implored Burghley to take an interest
in the boy, young Essex abhorred his guardian, who neglected him and let him get
into " rags " has been repeated again and again, as if it did not admit of question.
The fallacy was dispelled only when the present writer issued a translation of
Essex's affectionate Latin letter to Burghley, which hitherto had been so strangely
misread as to convey a meaning the exact opposite to what Essex himself intended.2
The story that he spent a miserable boyhooa because of Burghley's antagonism, is
the less accountable as his letters remain to show the contrary; also his mother's
letters testifying warmly to Burghley's kindness.3 The boyish letters are, with a
few exceptions, in Latin; some damp-stained, and therefore laborious to read.
Possibly this is why they have waited so long to be transcribed and translated. As
in our day all interpretations of Essex's career have been coloured by the notion that

1 " He alwaics helped the poore."  Elegiac verses, by one of his servants,  Particulars under date.

2 See E.E. Vol. Ill, pp. 52-56.  For Essex's childhood see E.E. Vol. Ill, pp. 17-24 and 43-60. His earliest

letter to Lord Burghley, see plate 8 (English); and 10 (Latin).   See also Vol. Ill, Plates 4 and u,
for portrait of his parents, and for a page of his pedigree.

3 First published, E.E, Vol. Ill, pp. 52.